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. . 9 Welcome, Dr. Wakefield. I also note an R. N. beside your name, registered nurse. Thank you for being here,
and we look forward to your testimony. AKEFIELD Dr. W. Thank you. Good morning, Mr. Chairman. My name is
Mary Wakefield, and I direct the Center for Health Policy, Research, and Ethics at George Mason University, in
Fairfax, Vir-ginia. As an aside, as you noted, many years ago I was sitting on the other side of the dais as a staI
member to one of your former col-leagues, and even though I am appearing on this side of the table, I just
want to tell you it is a privilege to be back here in a room that I had actually spent a great deal of time as a staI
member. Today, however, I am here representing the Institute of Medi-cines Committee on the Quality of Health
Care in America, which recently released the report To Err is Human: Building a Safer Health System. Joining
me today is Dr. Janet Corrigan, Director of the IOM Quality of Health Care in America Project. Patient safety is a
tremendously important issue, and one that deserves urgent attention. Our health-care system in this country is
the best in the world. We are living longer and are healthier than at any time in the history of humankind, but
our health-care system is also under enormous strain, made evident by the number of medical errors plaguing
us....
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