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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 edition. Excerpt: .necessitates a greater amount of dead, dry, hard work that
never shows than any other science on earth, except perhaps chemistry. And the worst of it is that points of
profoundest diHiculty, costing four and five years for accomplishment, are whisked past the sight in four or five
seconds at the concert performance, when the keenest ear can scarcely seize them. Really, the only way to be
able to do the player justice would be to go over the same ground one s self, or to have listened to the five years
of practice. Then, too, in regard to a woman player. Until a woman can play like a man she is treated as a
musical puppet, no matter how solid her art motives may be. And the instant she does play like a man she loses
a large part of that peculiar charm for both sexes which is the reward of her being exclusively feminine. Not
that she loses the qualities, necessarily, but that she forfeits the privilege of profiting through them. Besides, the
best music is seldom dramatic--that is, continuously dramatic. The very best compositions are subject to
apparent holes and vacancies, more or less necessary, but by no means inspiring. To musicians even more or
less eHort of will is necessary to keep the attention through a classic sonata of three, four, or five stories,
depending on the bearing of the whole and on the symmetry of their construction for intelligent...
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