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Horticulture, Agriculture, and Rural Economy As regards special manuring, a chief object is to supply the soil
with one or more ingredients, of which it has been ascertained to be wholly or in part deficient. In this
connection it is proper to call attention primarily to a great and very prevalent abuse, which is a source of very
serious loss to most farmers. When a field begins to be unproductive, very few think of doing anything else than
to supply it again with a full dressing of barnyard manure. It never occurs to them to inquire whether the
diminished fertility may not result from causes which can be removed at little cost by the supply of some
particular ingredients which the soil needs. Yet when such is the case, the application of mineral manure is
downright extravagance and waste, because we thus supply probably only one or at most but a few of the
deficient ingredients which could be furnished more cheaply by some other substance. A few examples will
serve to elucidate this. When a black crumbling soil contains no silicic acid, or its humus has become
carbonized, or sour, we may indeed supply the needed silicic acid by a dressing of barnyard manure, since it is
contained in the straw which is used for litter. A portion of the carbonized humus, also, will be decomposed
alike by the ammonia developed, and the more rapid decomposition of the manure which ensues from the
stirring and loosening of the soil. - But the remaining ingredients of the manure serve no other present purpose
but to increase unnecessarily...
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