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as a writer before striking it big with his fabulous historical fiction stories. His breakthrough, according to the
elaborate introduction written by Gary Hoppenstand, came with Scaramouche: A Romance of the French
Revolution in 1921. Immediately following this novel was Captain Blood: An Odyssey. These two books alone
sealed Sabatinis success with an audience hungry for adventure tales. Hoppenstand argues that Sabatinis
fictional endeavors fed an increasing appetite amongst low level industrial workers for stories that placed the
little guy against the vested interests (in this case, a wronged man turns pirate and fights back against upper
class nobles and landowners), but the story works just as well as an adventure story. Penguin Classics has
graciously reprinted Captain Blood for the modern reader, and deserves a hearty round of applause for
bringing this great yarn to our attention. The only thing Irishman Peter Blood wants is to be left alone. A trained
physician living in Bridgewater, England in the 17th century, Blood spends his days healing the sick, smoking his
pipe, and reminiscing about his ten-year stint as an adventurer throughout Europe. When the Duke of
Monmouth organizes a rebellion against the tyranny of James Stuart, the King of England, Blood refuses to
have anything to do with it despite suffering the abuse of those locals who wholeheartedly support the
campaign. Bloods undoing comes when he assists an injured rebel after the royal army crushes the upstarts.
Blood sees no contradiction in offering aid to an injured man, but the English soldiers who arrest him insist he
is a traitor to the Stuart monarchy. They charge Blood for...
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