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illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: . . . them by local taxation. So it is that we leave ignorance to direct the schools
and poverty to tax itself to support them. The states supply neither ade-quate funds nor direction for the
schools. Where education is most needed is just where the people do not appreciate it and will not exert
themselves to provide it. It cannot be ex-pected that a poor people will tax themselves for schools or that an
ignorant people will know how to organize and di-rect them. We have yet to learn in the South that the state is
the unit of education and must provide for its weakest members. The wealth of the country must educate its
poor; the intelligence of the state must direct the schools. Our system of school legislation and man-The way to
agement and our methods of school taxation Improvement must be completely turned round before we can
have anything like a system of efficient public schools. The school money must be raised to a larger extent from
the state as a whole and be distributed more in accordance with the needs of the people. School management
and supervision must be centralized to a considerable degree in the hands of representative and skilled experts.
There should be a state board of education composed of the ablest educational au-thorities to be found, who
should be responsible for all the public schools and should elect a state superintendent who should in turn have
the fullest authority...
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