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2008 As those who have attended any speech Ive given know, | dont read well in pub-lic. Everyone seems to
enjoy the interactive sessions that typically follow somewhat more. However, | wanted my thoughts on this topic
to be available on the written record, so if my remarks this morning come across as an engineering lecture,
then | have succeeded. | hope you all had a strong cup of coffee. Todays topic is moti-vated by the inquiries Ive
had lately, in one forum or another, concerning various aspects of NASAs post-Shuttle space flight architecture.
None of the questions is new, and all of them were elucidated during our Exploration Systems Architecture
Study ( ESAS ). The architecture is essentially as it was coming out of ESAS back in September 2005, and the
architectural trades we made then when considering mission requirements, operations concepts, performance,
risk, reliability, and cost hold true today. But more than two years have gone by, and the logic behind the
choices we made has receded into the background. People come and go, new ques-tioners lacking subject
matter background appear, and the old questions must be answered again if there is to be general accord that
NASA managers are allocating public funds in a responsible fashion. And so it seemed to me that the time was
right...
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